
Open Books
If we don’t read one another 

who do we ever read 
and if we don’t read one another 

who can we expect to read us?   
and if we don’t read one another 

and if we don’t read 
why bother writing 

these lines so deep in our faces 
that take so much living to begin 

to make a dent 
the child’s dimple a tiny word 

the frown of a young adult 
a curse and the saga the scars 

by forty a couplet 
by fifty or sixty scarce a sonnet 

even by ninety and a hundred 
the tale told rarely an epic 

but always 
worth another look.

Paul Hunter

“reading 
the word 

helps us read 
the world” 
provocation

This term you have 
had the opportunity to 
read in the context you 

most enjoy:  

for some it was a book 
club with chatting & 

sense making. 

for others it was enjoying 
an individual text 

with quiet concentration & 
sense making.



“The reading of a text 
is a transaction 

between 
the reader & the text 

which mediates 
the encounter between 

the reader & writer.  
It is a composition 

between 
the reader & the writer 

in which the reader 
“rewrites” the text 

making a 
determined effort 

not to betray 
the author’s spirit.”

Paulo Freire

Beginning next Monday, 
you will be presenting -

 alone or in small groups 
with all voices heard - in any 

presentation style you choose -

h0w reading this 
particular text 

(name the text)

has helped you 
read the world.  

You may want to consider 
some or all of these aspects 

of what is meant by 
“the world”:

- your inner world/life (thoughts, 
feelings, opinions)
- your experiences (what happens to 

you as well as what you choose to do)
- the inner world/life of 

others(thoughts, feelings, opinions)
- the experiences of others (what 

happens to others as well as what they 
choose to do)
-  the world & all that happens 

in it/on it - culture, politics, economics, 
history, etc.




